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Abstract

Arbitration is considered one of the most effective alternative mechanisms for dispute resolution, as it
offers greater flexibility and efficiency compared to traditional judicial proceedings. It is based on an
agreement between the disputing parties to submit all or part of their disputes—whether arising from
contractual or non—contractual legal relationships—to arbitration. This study aims to examine the legal
concept of the arbitration agreement in relation to third parties, analyze the extent to which it is governed
by the principle of relativity of contracts, and clarify the circumstances under which the effects of an
arbitration agreement may extend to persons who were not original parties to it.

The research adopts an analytical methodology through the examination of relevant legislative texts, the
analysis of doctrinal opinions, and the review of contemporary judicial precedents in comparative
jurisprudence. The findings demonstrate that, as a rule, the arbitration agreement is subject to the
principle of relativity, limiting its effects to the signatory parties, as well as to the universal and particular
successors. However, legal practice has recognized specific exceptions in which the effects of an
arbitration agreement may extend to third parties, such as in cases of corporate mergers, collective
contracts, contractual groups, groups of companies, and consignees in contracts of carriage.

The study concludes by emphasizing that the extension of the effects of an arbitration agreement to
third parties remains contingent upon the fulfilment of precise conditions, foremost among them the
clear expression of legal intent, compliance with the formal requirements prescribed by law, and the
adoption of specific procedural safeguards to ensure the validity and enforceability of the arbitration
agreement, thereby achieving a balance between the principle of party autonomy and the requirements

of legal certainty.

Keywords: Agreement. Arbitration. Jurisprudential Opinions
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